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IN THE CLAIMS 




1 . (Amended) A method comprising: 
^ / generating, on a first computer,/a first license for software installed on the first 
computer, the first license valid for a drst predetemiined period of time; 

generating, on a second compnter, a second license for the installed software, the 
second license valid for a second preiieteraiined period of time; 
obtaining fi-om the second computer the second license; 
replacing the first license with the second license; 
selectively refireshing the spcond license prior to expiration of the second 
predetermined period of time. 



2. (Amended) The method of Claim I , wherein the first and second licenses 
each share a unique identifier t^ associate the first and second licenses with the first 
computer. 

3. (Unchanged) pie method of Claim 1, wherein the first and second 
licenses are digitally signed. 



4. (Amended) Tjhe method of Claim 1, wherein obtaining fiirther comprises: 
connecting to the second computer, 

providing the seconq computer with at least some of the data from the first 
license, and 

exchanging the provided data from the first license for the second Ucense. 
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5. (Unchanged) 
computer is performed using j 



The 




method of Claim 4, wherein connecting to the second 
conununications network. 



6. (Unchanged) Jhe method of Claim 5, wherein the communications 
network is the internet. 

7. (Unchanged) The method of Claim 5 wherein exchanging includes 
formatting the data from the first hcense using XML and exchanging the formatted data 




using the HTTP protocol. 

8. (Amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein replacing fiirther comprises: 
matching the unic^e identifier of the second hcense to the unique identifier of the 

first license, and if not n^atched discarding the second hcense without replacing the first 
hcense, and 

authenticating thfe digital signature of the second hcense, and if not authentic 
discarding the second U ^ense without replacing the first hcense. 

9. (Unchar ged) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising verifying 
whether the replaced li ;ense is valid, including determining whether the replaced license 
has expired. 
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1 0. (Unchanged) T^cjtaethod of Claim 3 wherein digitally signed includes 
applying a message dige^t^gorithm to a portion of the license not including a length of 
the license or the^i^tal signature, resulting in a message digest, the message digest being 
further encngifed with a binary key extracted from the unique identifier. 




Please cancel claims 1 1 and 12 without prejudice. 

(Amended) A computer-readable medium^iiving computer-executable 
ictions for performing: 
generating, on a first computer, a first ^ense for software installed on the first 
computer, the first license valid for a fir^redetemiined period of time; 

generating, on a second cgrfputer, a second Ucense for the installed software, the 
second license valid for a s^p^id predetermined period of tin^e; 
obtaining from^e second computer the second license; 
replacine^lfe first license with the second license; 
selectively refreshing the second hcense prior to expiration of the second 
predetepfiitned period of time. 



Please cancel claims 14-24 without prejudice and add the following new claims: 




(New) The computer-readatole medium of Claim 13, wherein the first and 
second licenses each share a unique^entifier to associate the first and second licenses 
w^ the first computer. 
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26. (New) The computei ^readable medium of Claim 1 3, wherein the first and 
second licenses are digitally signed. 

27. (New) The computL^^ medium of Claim 13, wherein obtaining 
further comprises: 

connecting to the second computer, 

providing the second computer with at least some of the data from the first 
license, and 

exchanging the provided llata from the first license for the second Ucense 

28. (New) The computer-readable medium of Claim 27, wherein connecting 
to the second computer is perfcfrmed using a communications network. 



^X^ 29- (New) The confiputer-readable medium of Claim 28, wherein the 

My communications network is thjb internet. 




30. (New) The computer-readable medium of Claim 25, wherein replacing 
further comprises: 

matching the unique identifier of the second license to the unique identifier of the 
first license, and if not matched discarding the second license without replacing the first 
license, and 
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authenticating the digital signature of the sc/ond Ucense, and if not authentic 
discarding the second license without replacing tfie first hcense. 




3 1 . (New) The computer-reajJable medium of Claim 13, further comprising 
verifying whether the replaced hcen^ is vaUd, including determining whether the 
replaced license has expired. 

32. (New) Th^e computer-readable medium of Claim 25 wherein digitally 
signed includes appj^g a message digest algorithm to a portion of the license not 
including a lenjgth of the license or the digital signature, resulting in a message digest, the 
message digest being further encrypted with a binary key extracted fi-om the unique 
identJtier. 




6 



